
Your email

Breaking News on Supplements & Nutrition - North America EU edition

NEWS HEADLINES ON YOUR RADAR ALL NEWS ARTICLES PRODUCT NEWS HEALTH CONDITION NEWS PRODUCT INNOVATIONS Search

NEWS HEADLINES

Research

Industry

Regulation

Consumer Trends

ON YOUR RADAR

The Obama effect

Probiotics

Omega-3

Quality control

Health claims

ALL NEWS ARTICLES

Videos

Audio podcasts

Hot topics

Weekly comments

September 2009

August 2009

Previous months

NEWS HEADLINES > REGULATION

Share  Text size  Print  Email this page  News by email

SPECIAL EDITION: RESVERATROL

Regulation: Resveratrol from
GRAS to novel foods
By Shane Starling, 11-Sep-2009

Related topics: Resveratrol's rosy outlook, Regulation, Antioxidants,
carotenoids, Phytochemicals, plant extracts, Cancer risk reduction,
Cardiovascular health, Diabetes, Weight management

As with many relatively new ingredients, resveratrol has had to prove its
safety and efficacy to gain regulatory approval in various markets since its
widespread commercial availability in the early 1990s.

Its status therefore varies depending on the type of resveratrol in question and the
region or country.

For instance, Danish supplier Fluxome has self-affirmed GRAS (generally
recognized as safe) status in the US for its genetically modified yeast-derived
version of resveratrol, but may be waiting years for novel foods approval within the
European Union – it’s GM status obviously not helping in GM-averse Europe.

But product manager, Sami Sassi, says it is in the process of compiling a dossier
for submission to the EU’s novel foods assessors.

In the EU at least the fact that the most bioactive form of resveratrol, trans-
resveratrol, is not derived from the antioxidant’s most abundant source, grapes,
due to poor concentrations, amplifies this dilemma as a common novel foods
approval is not possible.

But for the grape-derived versions, novel foods approvals should be transferable
throughout the bloc according to Lorène Courrège, the regulatory affairs director at
the European Federation of Associations of Health Product Manufacturers (EHPM).

“I understand that as long as not from a novel source, if it comes from traditional
sources such as grape skin etc, it would be OK in the majority of EU states such as
Belgium, Netherlands, UK, Italy,” she said, noting member states had the right to
make their own determinations on individual product formulas.

“But I am not aware of any concerns,” she said.

Food supplement products containing natural versions of resveratrol such as those
sourced from red wine, mulberries, peanuts and 'knotweed' (polygonum
cuspidatum), will require Traditional Herbal Medicinal Product Directive (THMPD)
registration by 2011 if they wish to make any health claims for demonstrated
benefits such as diabetes, heart health, obesity and some cancers.
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Given approvals so far other herbals, it would seem resveratrol products have a
good chance of achieving this.

Resveratrol-based health claims for foods and food supplements have not been
submitted to the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA), but other antioxidant
opinions due soon will be very informative for the resveratrol industry, whichever
way they turn out.

US approvals

In the US, approved dietary ingredient status has been difficult to achieve in the
past due to safety concerns, but most of the big players have demonstrated safety
to the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and are trading their pure, extracted
blend, natural or synthetic versions there.

Knotweed-derived concentrations and blends from the likes of Sabinsa, Blue
California, InterHealth, Maypro, Ethical Naturals and Cyvex and Ethical and the
likes of DSM which has a synthetic version called resVida, are all doing business,
and which it says is also self-affirmed GRAS.

However the situation is complicated by the potential classification of the
ingredient as a drug, something Dipak Das, PhD, from the University of
Connecticut, believes will happen soon.

How that will affect its GRAS status is unknown, but Sangeetha Srinivasan,
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program manager in the Food & Beverage Ingredients Practice at Frost & Sullivan,
noted drug trials were underway that may open the way for pharma approval.

“The key applications are supplements and cosmetics,” she said. “Presently, there
are a number of clinical trial underway for the development of drugs based on
resveratrol. Resveratrol is being considered for its diabetes, ant-aging,
anti-inflammatory and anti-cancer properties.”

 

LATEST NEWS IN REGULATION

Regulation: Resveratrol from GRAS to novel foods

More fines for bogus immunity claims

Supplement defender Harkin takes US health chair

Martek scores patent victory over omega-3 rival

US rule sets pomegranate pesticide levels

Copyright - Unless otherwise stated all contents of this web site are © 2000/2009 - Decision News Media SAS - All
Rights Reserved - For permission to reproduce any contents of this web site, please email our Syndication
department: Administration & Finance - Full details for the use of materials on this site can be found in the Terms &
Conditions

FDA publishes details of warning letter overhaul

Probiotics

‘Designer probiotics’ may ambush gut pathogens

Dannon shares key to probiotic marketing success

Omega-3

Datamonitor: How to keep the omega-3 health halo

Martek scores patent victory over omega-3 rival

Quality control

Supplement safety questioned - again

Reformulated Hydroxycut back on shelves

Health claims

Mintel: How to drive innovation in functional foods

Digestive health products are No.1 functional food,
global study

Free e-mail alerts

Please indicate your area of interest and
receive free alerts directly to your inbox

Product Categories

Antioxidants, carotenoids

Cosmeceuticals

Dairy-based ingredients

Dosage forms

Fibers and carbohydrates

Minerals

Nutritional lipids and oils

Phytochemicals, plant extracts

Probiotics and prebiotics

Proteins, peptides, amino acids

Soy-based ingredients

Vitamins & premixes

Health Conditions

Bone & joint health

Cancer risk reduction

Cardiovascular health

Cognitive and mental function

Diabetes

Energy & endurance

Eye health

Gut health

Immune system

Maternal & infant health

Respiratory health

Skin health

Weight management

Women's health

Your email

Weekly / Daily Free Newsletter

FoodNavigator.com

Food & Beverage Development - Europe
FoodNavigator-USA.com

Food & Beverage Development - North America

NutraIngredients.com

Supplements & Nutrition - Europe
NutraIngredients-USA.com

Supplements & Nutrition - North America

FoodProductionDaily.com

Food Processing & Packaging
FoodQualityNews.com

Food Safety & Quality Control

DairyReporter.com

Dairy Processing & Markets
BeverageDaily.com

Beverage Technology & Markets
ConfectioneryNews.com

Confectionery & Biscuit Processing
BakeryAndSnacks.com

Industrial Baking & Snacks
MeatProcess.com

Prepared Food and Meat Processing

AP-FoodTechnology.com

Food and Beverage in Asia Pacific

Other
Newsl

N

le

F

F
a

F
I

&
T

M
R

Free subscription now! Your email

RELATED SITES

ALL DECISION NEWS MEDIA SITES
Food & Beverage: Food & Beverage Development - Europe | Food & Beverage Development - North America | Food Marketing and Retailing | Food Processing & Packaging | Food Safety &

Quality Control | Food and Beverage in Asia Pacific | Industrial Baking & Snacks | Beverage Technology & Markets | Confectionery & Biscuit Processing | Dairy Processing & Markets | Prepared
Food and Meat Processing Nutrition: Supplements & Nutrition - Europe | Supplements & Nutrition - North America Pharmaceutical: Pharmaceutical Technology | Contract Research,

Manufacturing & Clinical Trials Cosmetics: Cosmetics Formulation & Packaging - North America | Cosmetics Formulation & Packaging - Europe

About us | Site map | All sites | Recommend this Site | Advertise | Contact the Editor | Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy

© 2000/2009 - Decision News Media SAS - All right reserved.

 


